
 
 
 

  

Day One: Reshaping the Future of Agriculture Together 
 
 

 
Day One Embraces Serious Tone, Focused On Finding 
Consensus, Moving Beyond Rhetoric 
 

An influential panel of 
global leaders opened 
the first-ever Global 
Conference on 
Agricultural Research 
for Development 
(GCARD) on Sunday, 
highlighting the need for 
increased partnerships, 
collaboration, and 
innovation in order to 
meet the enormous 
challenges that we all 
face in feeding the 
world.  
 

“We are here together to reshape agricultural research for development for the future 
of our planet,” affirmed Dr. Adel-El Beltagy, Chair of the Global Forum on Agricultural 
Research (GFAR) at the opening ceremony. 
 
Dr. El-Beltagy was joined on stage by Mr. Pascal Viné, on behalf of Mr. Bruno Le 
Maire, Minister of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, France; Dr. Anne-Yvonne Le Dain, 
Vice President for Economic Development and Research, Council of the Region 
Languedoc-Roussillon; Dr. Kanayo Nwanze, President of the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD); and Dr. Jacques Diouf, Director General of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). 
 
“No one can overcome huge global agricultural challenges alone,” said Mr. Viné. 
 
AR4D can provide the means for the fisherman, the pastoralist, the forest-dweller, and 
the herder to produce more food and produce it better, according to Dr. Nwanze. But 
better partnerships are required to share and deliver science and technology on rural 
development to resource-poor farmers. 
 
 “The times and challenges have changed. We need broader participation of all 
stakeholders to take into account the diversity of needs,” said Diouf. 
 
In a video address, President of the World Bank Robert Zoellick expressed optimism 
that reforms underway will achieve greater impact through a research agenda better 
attuned to the pressing needs of developing country farmers: “I know that you will 
keep the needs of farmers, especially the poorest, in the forefront, so that research 
can make a tangible difference in improving their lives.”  
 
Reshaping Agricultural Research Systems to Meet the Needs of 
the Poor 
 
Dr. Ismail Serageldin, President of the Library of Alexandria, set the stage for a lively 
panel discussion on reshaping agricultural research to meet the needs of the poor 
with a memorable quote:  “In 1960, JFK said ‘we can abolish hunger in our lifetime. 
We have the means, all we lack is the political will.’”   
 
The panelists called for investment in quality education and empowerment of rural 
women in order to increase developing country food production by 70 percent in 
developing countries and by 100 percent in sub-Saharan Africa on the same land.  
They called for a focus on smallholder farmers and creation of vibrant, local markets.  
 
“You can’t turn agricultural investment on and off like a tap. It has to be sustained if 

these countries want to benefit from knowledge; they must transform themselves to absorb it,” said Dr. Nwanza. 
 
Addressing the current CGIAR reform process, Kathy Sierra, World Bank Vice President for Sustainable Development, said, 
“We’re trying to open up the CGIAR system to new partnerships. This is our coming out.” 
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Enhancing Development Impact from Research: Building on Demand 
 

 

 
 
 

GCARD Daily News presents a few 
highlights of each day. GCARD seeks to 
begin a transformation in agricultural 

research to meet the enormous challenges 
of doubling the food supply over the next 

40 years and doing so in ways that are 
environmentally sustainable. 

 
STAY INFORMED: GCARDblog 

Find photo and video highlights from 
today’s sessions, farmer stories, quotes, 

and more!     
http://gcardblog.wordpress.com 

 
 
 
 QUOTABLES 
“We need to listen more to the voices of 
the farmers. Let it be bottom-heavy.”  
– Mary Njenga, agricultural researcher, 
Kenya 
 
“Feeding the global population will require 
lots of little revolutions rather than one big 
bang.”  –Uma Lele, GAT lead author  

“Declarations, commitments and speeches 
don't feed hungry people.” –Dr. Kanayo 
Nwanze, President, IFAD 
 
“We must become the new abolitionists of 
hunger and poverty.” –Dr. Ismail 
Serageldin, Library of Alexandria 
 

 



STAY INFORMED: GCARDblog 
For photos and video highlights from today’s sessions and more!     http://gcardblog.wordpress.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Governments need to invest more, the panelists agreed. H.E. Amin Ahmed Mohamed Othman Abaza, Minister for Agriculture 
and Land Reclamation, Arab Republic of Egypt, noted the need to help the countries to help themselves: “we aren’t giving them 
the fish, we’re asking them to learn how to fish.” There is also a need to resolve issues around incentives and subsidies and 
regulatory barriers preventing science and technology from reaching farmers.  
 
Dr. Serageldin noted that addressing food security was not a scientific imperative but a moral one. “The abolitionists who helped 
to end slavery were not advocating their cause for economic reasons, they were advocating for an all-out abolishment of 
slavery,” he said. 
 
Partnership for a Better Future 
 
Addressing the challenges facing global food security over the next forty years will require new interdisciplinary, farmer-driven 
partnerships that harness the private sector’s unique ability to bring new innovations to scale, said a panel of public and private 
sector representatives.  
  
Several panelists also highlighted the need for a priority focus on solving problems, instead of just driving individual programs, 
and developing incentives that encourage and reward researchers for successful partnerships and collaboration. 
  
By comparison, the challenges that we face today make the Green Revolution an easy challenge, said Sir Gordon Conway, who 
moderated the session.“The plant breeding innovations were easy; it focused on big farmers on land that was well irrigated and 
well managed.” 
  
Each panelist was asked to identify one partnership that could serve as a model for success in AR4D. 
  
For Tang, Vice President of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS), international and national partnerships and 
cross-sectoral collaboration with universities, farmers, and extension officers were critically important to China’s ability to feed 
over 1 billion people. CAAS currently has partnerships with 140 countries, involving thousands of researchers from Chinese and 
international research institutions around the world.  
  
“We can feed our people because of these collaborations,” he said.  
  
Ann Tuttwieller of USDA also highlighted the need for greater internal alignment to improve coordination and collaboration and 
foster a sense of common purpose and “trust” across agencies in the North.   
  
In summary, Sir Gordon highlighted several themes that emerged from the discussion: focus on problems, not programs; focus 
on partnerships that bring people together and relate to the needs of stakeholders; and breakdown silos between research 
disciplines.  
 
“It isn’t easy because silos are comfortable, but if you can make working together exciting, then it will open a lot of doors for 
communication between one silo and another,” he closed. 
 
Investing for a Better Future  
 
Translating increased awareness and pledges to agriculture into a meaningful boost in investment may depend on building 
better linkages to farmers, reaching clearer accountability, and making national programs more attractive to funding agencies, 
according to panelists in an afternoon session on investment in agricultural research. The panel was moderated by Dr. Margaret 
Catley-Carlson, Chair of the Global Crop Diversity Trust. 
  
Any discussions around investment in agriculture should also include the potential of tapping into the climate change funding 
pool, argued Dr. Jürgen Voegele, Director, Agriculture and Rural Development Sustainable Development Network, The World 
Bank. Both mitigation and adaptation agendas are intrinsically linked with funding already available. Getting agriculture ready for 
climate change is another clear strategic goal for GCARD. 
  
“We cannot simply fund good deeds and expect money to come,” added Dr. Cary Fowler, Executive Director of the Global Crop 
Diversity Trust. “No government or private foundation has a pot of money labeled, ‘us.’ We must fund good strategies backed up 
by concrete milestones.” 
 
In order to deliver on reducing hunger and poverty goals, the CGIAR must go from a $500 million operation to a billion dollar 
one, added Dr. Prabhu Pingali, Deputy Director, Agriculture Development Division, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. He 
added that the proposed CGIAR mega-programmes must excite the funding community by putting forward a concrete, credible, 
granular plan of results-oriented impact.  “I’d like to see the CGIAR rise above immediate concerns about maintaining their own 
portfolios and focus on 12-13 outputs that will transform AR4D.  
 

Opening of Mediterranean Exhibition 
 

The exhibition Mundia Mediterra opened on Sunday as part of GCARD to illustrate the vital importance of the region as a bridge 
between Africa and Europe and a crucible of biodiversity, which requires a high level of international scientific cooperation in 

order to preserve and sustain this heritage for future generations. 
 

Sponsored by GFAR and Agreenium and produced by research and training organizations in the Mediterranean, CGIAR, 
intergovernmental organizations, the exhibition illustrates the way in which cooperation among stakeholders on research can be 

leveraged to address the main challenges – economic, environmental and demographic – facing the region. 
  
 


